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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

This Office Action is in response to the Applicant's application filed March 15, 

2004. 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. 

The abstract should be in narrative form and generally limited to a single 
paragraph on a separate sheet within the range of 50 to 150 words. It is important that 
the abstract not exceed 150 words in length since the space provided for the abstract 
on the computer tape used by the printer is limited. The form and legal phraseology 
often used in patent claims, such as "means" and "said," should be avoided. The 
abstract should describe the disclosure sufficiently to assist readers in deciding whether 
there is a need for consulting the full patent text for details. 

The language should be clear and concise and should not repeat information 
given in the title. It should avoid using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The 
disclosure concerns," "The disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure 
describes," etc. 

The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it included the phrase "The 
invention relates" and the legal phraseology "means". Correction is required. See 
MPEP§ 608.01(b). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 1-9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cianciosi et al. (US 2003/0156681, hereafter Cianciosi). 

With respect to Claim 1, Cianciosi discloses an imaging system 100 (Fig. 1) for 
creating digital dental images (Paragraph 0002), comprise a plurality of dental image 
recording devices, each of which is configured to record and output image data and to 
transmit digital image data (Paragraph 0033) with an integration box that has a data 
management module 122 (Fig. 2). 

When an image is stored, it is inherently generating a file name for the image 
data, this is a type of an administrative data. 

With respect to Claim 2, Cianciosi discloses the system further comprising 
means for displaying administrative data (Fig.1 element 111). 

With respect to Claim 3, Cianciosi discloses the system further comprising 
means for transmitting administrative data (Paragraph 0046). 

With respect to Claim 4, Cianciosi discloses the system further comprising 
means for transmitting image data (Paragraph 0047). 

With respect to Claim 5, Cianciosi discloses the system further comprising an 
actuating element (Paragraph 0048). 

With respect to Claim 6, Cianciosi discloses the system further comprising an 
energy storage device for supplying energy to the displaying means (A personal 
computer 1 1 1 has a battery). 
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With respect to Claim 7, Cianciosi discloses the system further comprising a 
storage device for signals produced by X-rays is provided (hard drive in computers 
110/111). 

With respect to Claim 8, Cianciosi discloses the storage device is a digital 
memory and that means for transforming the signals produced by the X-rays to digital 
signals are provided (Paragraphs 0053 & 0055). 

With respect to Claim 9, Cianciosi discloses a display showing the condition of 
the image detector (Paragraph 0046). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Cianciosi (US 6,652,141), Burckhardt et al. (US 2004/0005028), 
Ganin et al. (US 6,459,765). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mindy Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-8539. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9am - 5:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dave Porta can be reached on 571-272-2444. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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